
From God to us, the Bible is true, reliable, and inspired



 There are 2 main sections = 66 books in total
 Old testament = 39

 New testament = 27

 Number of writers = 40

 Written over a span 1500 years

 Unlike other religious writings, the Bible reads as a 
factual news account of real events, places, people, and 
dialogue. 



 Historians and archaeologists have repeatedly 
confirmed its authenticity.

 Using the writers' own writing styles and personalities, 
God shows us who he is and what it's like to know him.

 There is one central message consistently carried by all 
40 writers of the Bible: God, who created us all, desires 
a relationship with us. He calls us to know him and 
trust him.



ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

FIND

SIGNIFICANCE

Mari Tablets Over 20,000 cuneiform tablets, which date back to Abraham's time period, 

explain many of the patriarchal traditions of Genesis.

Ebla Tablets Over 20,000 tablets, many containing law similar to the Deuteronomy law 

code. The previously thought fictitious five cities of the plain in Genesis 14 

(Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Zoar) are identified.

Nuzi Tablets They detail customs of the 14th and 15th century parallel to the patriarchal 

accounts such as maids producing children for barren wives.

Black Stele Proved that writing and written laws existed three centuries before the 

Mosaic laws.

Temple Walls of 

Karnak, Egypt

Signifies a 10th century BC reference to Abraham.

Laws of Eshnunna (ca. 1950 

BC); Lipit-Ishtar Code (ca. 

1860 BC); Laws of 

Hammurabi (ca. 1700 BC)

Show that the law codes of the Pentateuch were not too sophisticated for that 

period.



ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

FIND

SIGNIFICANCE

Ras Shamra Tablets Provide information on Hebrew poetry.

Lachish Letters Describe Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of Judah and give insight into the time 

of Jeremiah.

Gedaliah Seal References Gedaliah is spoken of in 2 Kings 25:22.

Cyrus Cylinder Authenticates the Biblical description of Cyrus' decree to allow the Jews to 

rebuild the temple in Jerusalem (see 2 Chronicles 36:23; Ezra 1:2-4).

Moabite Stone Gives information about Omri, the sixth king of Israel.

Black Obelisk of 

Shalmaneser III

Illustrates how Jehu, king of Israel, had to submit to the Assyrian king.

Taylor Prism Contains an Assyrian text which detail Sennacherib's attack on Jerusalem 

during the time of Hezekiah, king of Israel.



PAST CHARGES BY CRITICS ANSWERED BY ARCHAEOLOGY

Moses could not have written Pentateuch because he 

lived before the invention of writing.

Writing existed many centuries before Moses.

Abraham's home city of Ur does not exist. Ur was discovered. One of the columns had the 

inscription "Abram."

The city built of solid rock called "Petra" does not exist. Petra was discovered.

The story of the fall of Jericho is myth. The city never 

existed.

The city was found and excavated. It was found that the 

walls tumbled in the exact manner described by the 

biblical narrative.

The "Hittites" did not exist. Hundreds of references to the amazing Hittite 

civilization have been found. One can even get a 

doctorate in Hittite studies at the University of Chicago.

Belshazzar was not a real king of Babylon; he is not 

found in the records.

Tablets of Babylonia describe the reign of this coregent 

and son of Nabonidus.



 Some people have the idea that the Bible has been translated "so many 
times" that it has become corrupted through stages of translating. 

 The accuracy of today’s Old Testament was confirmed in 1947 when 
archaeologists found “The Dead Sea Scrolls” along today's West Bank in 
Israel. 

 Regarding the New Testament, it is humanity's most reliable ancient 
document.

 All ancient manuscripts were written on papyrus, which didn’t have 
much of a shelf life. Few people doubt Plato’s writing of “The 
Republic.”Caesar’s “Gallic Wars” were written around 100-44 B.C.

 When it comes to the New Testament, written between 50-100 A.D, there 
are more than 5,000 copies. All are within 50-225 years of their original 
writing. Further, when it came to Scripture, scribes (monks) were 
meticulous in their copying of original manuscripts. They checked and 
rechecked their work, to make sure it perfectly matched. What the 
New Testament writers originally wrote is preserved better than any other 
ancient manuscript. We can be more certain of what we read about Jesus’ 
life and words, than we are certain of the writings of Caesar, Plato, 
Artistotle and Homer.



Author Book Date

Written

Earliest

Copies

Time Gap # of

Copies

Homer Iliad 800 B.C. c. 400 B.C. c. 400 yrs. 643

Herodotus History 480-425 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,350 yrs. 8

Thucydides History 460-400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 8

Plato 400 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,300 yrs. 7

Demosthenes 300 B.C. c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,400 yrs. 200

Caesar Gallic Wars 100-44 B.C. c. A.D. 900 c. 1,000 yrs. 10

Tacitus Annals A.D. 100 c. A.D. 1100 c. 1,000 yrs. 20

Pliny

Secundus

Natural

History

A.D. 61-113 c. A.D. 850 c. 750 yrs. 7

New Testament A.D. 50-100 c. A.D. 114

(portions)

c. A.D. 200

(books)

c. A.D. 325

(complete N.T.)

c. +50 yrs.

c. 100 yrs.

c. 225 yrs.

5366



 Each book is considered as God-breathed.

 The bible is God speaking to humanity.

 The various authors wrote their books under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16, 
literally 'All Scripture is God-breathed'). 

 2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 



 The men who penned the books listed in what we call 
the ‘Old Testament’ (OT) wrote mainly in the 
Hebrew language (a few parts were written in 
Aramaic). 

 The writers of the ‘New Testament’ (NT) books 
(written after Jesus returned to Heaven) wrote mainly 
in the common language of their time—Greek. 



 The Bible claims to be the ’Word of God’ over 3,000 times 
(John 10:35; Hebrews 4:12). The authors of NT books often 
begin a quote taken from the OT with the phrase, ‘God 
said’ (Matthew 15:4-6). And direct quotes of God speaking 
in the OT are often begun with ‘Scripture says’ in the NT 
(Romans 11:2, 1Timothy 5:18). So the NT authors believed 
the ‘Word of God’ and ‘Scripture’ were the same. 

 Jesus Himself cited the Bible as final authority many 
times and said, 'Scripture cannot be broken' (John 
10:35).



 The Old Testament has 39 books. The Jews divided these books 
into three divisions: the Law, the Prophets, the Writings. Our 
English Bible divides the OT into four main groups: 

 The Law: These books relay the history of the universe from the 
very beginning. They also tell about God’s working through the 
nation of Israel, and the laws given for Israel to follow. 

 History: These 12 books continue the history of Israel, cover 1,000 
years, and show the results of disobedience or obedience to God. 

 Poetry: These books express worship toward God, give advice, and 
address some deep issues. 

 Prophets: These books proclaim God’s blessings and judgments, 
and tell about future events. They are divided into Major and Minor 
prophets depending on the length of the book. 



 The Gospels: These four books record the time Jesus spent 
on Earth, His death, and Resurrection. 

 Church history: The book of Acts records the beginning 
of the church, and the spread of Christianity to the time of 
the Apostle Paul. 

 The Letters: These 21 letters from apostles were addressed 
to churches in such places as Rome, Galatia, Ephesus and 
Colosse, or to individuals, or to Christians in general. They 
teach about Christianity and how to live the Christian life. 

 Revelation: This book was written to encourage Christians 
suffering persecution. It also reveals what will happen in 
the future, when new heavens and a new Earth will be 
created for those who have received the free gift of eternal 
life. 



Bible Common name Translation Year Information

King James 2000 

Version

Modern English 2000
Revision of the King 

James Version.

King James Easy 

Reading Version
Modern English 2010

Revision of the King 

James Version. Textus 

Receptus.

King James Version AV or KJV Early Modern English 1611

Masoretic Text, 

Textus Receptus, 

Tyndale 1526 NT, 

some Erasmus 

manuscripts, and 

Bezae 1598 TR.

King James II Version KJ2 Modern English 1971
Masoretic Text, 

Textus Receptus

Modern King James 

Version
Modern English 1990

Masoretic Text, 

Textus Receptus

New King James 

Version
NKJV Modern English 1982

Masoretic Text (Biblia

Hebraica

Stuttgartensia, 1983), 

Textus Receptus



From God to us, the Bible is true, reliable, and inspired

DO YOU BELIEVE IT?


